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To:  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1971. 


Reference  to  the  vital  statistics  embodied  in  this  report 
shows  that  the  health  of  this  district  compares  very  favourably 
with  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  with  the  extensive 
programme  of  sewerage  and  in  time  almost  all  the  district  will 
be  served  by  main  drainage. 

I am  grateful  for  the  hard  work  of  all  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  special  mention  must  be  made  of 
Mr.  L.E.Scott,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  Again 
Miss  J.L.  Bradley  has  successfully  carried  out  all  her  various 
duties  as  Chief  Clerk. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  all  those  members  of  the  Council  who 
have  taken  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,- Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  A.  COLLINS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  130  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  1971 
compared  with  2 47  in  1970.  Very  significant  is  the  fact  that  only 
one  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year,  whereas  20  years 
ago  there  were  30  admissions  from  a much  smaller  population. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  11  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  compared  with  10 
for  1970.  This  disease  is  so  mild  nowadays  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
notification  serves  any  useful  purpose. 

Measles 


There  were  109  cases  of  measles  compared  with  22 7 in  the  previous 
year.  It  is  hoped  that  vaccination  will  soon  produce  a marked  decrease 
in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  only  4 cases  of  whooping  cough  in  the  year.  Twenty 
years  ago,  with  a much  smaller  population,  there  were  109  cases  in  the 
year.  It  seems  that  immunisation  has  virtually  defeated  what  once 
was  a troublesome  childhood  disease. 

Diphtheria 

There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  this  district  during  the 
last  sixteen  years. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  only  case  of  notified  food  poisoning  was  a woman  aged  60  years 
who  had  travelled  home  by  air  from  South  Africa  and  was  taken  ill  the 
following  day.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  found  to  be  infected 
with  Salmonella  saint-paul.  At  the  request  of  the  Physician  she  was 
discharged  home  while  she  was  still  a carrier  of  Salmonella.  Regular 
specimens  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  she 
is  still  shown  to  be  a carrier  of  Salmonella  saint-paul,  which  condition 
has  persisted  over  a year.  Although  she  presents  no  significant  danger 
to  other  people  specimens  will  be  submitted  until  she  has  been  shown  to 
be  free  from  infection  as  she  does  occasionally  entertain  grand-children, 
and  stringent  precautions  need  to  be  taken  until  she  is  shown  to  be  free 
from  infection. 

Another  Salmonella  carrier  was  returned  home  to  an  address  in  this 
district  from  a hospital  outside  the  area.  She  was  infected  with 
Salmonella  virchow  and  specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
have  shown  her  to  be  a persistent  carrier  for  more  than  a year.  Further 
specimens  will  be  submitted  until  she  is  shown  to  be  free  from  infection. 
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Tuberculosis 


There  was  only  one  new  notification  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
during  the  year?  this  was  a man  aged  7^  years.  There  was  one  case 
of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  but  in  fact  this  was  not  a 
new  case  as  it  had  been  under  observation  and  treatment  for  very  many 
years . 


The  Registrar  General's  return  of  causes  of  death  indicates  that 
there  was  no  death  attributed  to  tuberculosis  during  the  year  in  this 
district.  The  usual  table  on  tuberculosis  has  therefore  been  omitted 
from  this  annual  report. 

Twenty  years  ago  there  were  29  cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  k new  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  from 
a population  of  about  two-thirds  the  present  size. 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACTT,  1951 

Section  47 


No  formal  action  was  taken  under  the  above  Acts  during  the  year. 

The  circumstances  of  many  old  people  living  in  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  investigated.  If  persons  require  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  or 
old  people's  homes  it  is  better  to  use  powers  of  persuasion  rather  than 
legal  compulsion. 

All  the  various  voluntary  associations  are  of  great  benefit  in 
helping  old  people  to  live  in  their  own  homes  and  tribute  must  be 
paid  to  all  those  home-helps,  who  often  work  under  very  trying  conditions. 


Section  50 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  exercise  their  powers 
under  this  section  of  the  Act  during  the  year. 
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CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 


There  were  48  male  deaths  and  8 female  deaths  due  to  cancer  of 
the  lung,  compared  with  32  for  males  and  8 for  females  in  the  previous 
year.  In  England  and  Wales  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer 
continues  its  inexorable  rise.  Cigarette  smoking  is  the  prime  cause 
of  the  majority  of  these  deaths  and  therefore  they  could  have  been 
avoided . 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  10.2  per  1000  compared  with  9»9 
for  1970  and  11.6  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  16.4  compared  with  14.2  for  1970 
and  16.0  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  13.0  compared  with  19. 0 for  1970 
and  18.0  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ... 

Census  Population  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ... 

Rateable  value  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ... 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  population  (not  corrected) 
Comparability  factor  ...  ... 

Total  deathfc  per  1,000  (corrected)  ...  ... 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ... 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 


94,668 

53,210 

22,207 

£2,254,034 

£21,643 

17«9 

°57 

10.2 

Nil 

Nil 
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BIRTHS 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

579 

294 

285 

Illegitimate 

53 

30 

23 

632 

324 

308 

Live  births  per  1000  population  (not  corrected) 

Area  comparability  factor  . . . 

Live  births  per  1000  population  (corrected) 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all  live  births 


o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 


STILLBIRTHS 


11.9 

1.38 

16.4 

8 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

~7 

“4 

"~3 

Stillbirths  per 

1000  live  and  stillbirths 

11 

Total  live  and 

stillbirths 

0*0 

639 

EATHS  OF  INFANTS 

UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

~8 

~ 

Total,  deaths  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 


13 

10 

38 


As  all  the  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life  then 
the  Neo-natal  and  Early  Neo-natal  rate  will  be  the  same  as  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1000 live  births)  13 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1000  live 

births ) 13 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  23 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Hailsham  Rural  England  & Wales 


Birth  Rate 

16.4 

16.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

13.0 

18.0 

Death  Rate 

10.2 

11.6 

00009*00 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CASES  NOTIFIED  OR  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

- 

- 

Measles 

109 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

4 

- 

- 

Anthrax 

1 

- 

- 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Notifiable 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  yrs 

TOTAL 

Diseases 

1 yr; 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs 

yrs. 

yrs 

& over 

Measles 

1 

2 

11 

10 

12 

6l 

9 

2 

1 

109 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

- 

1 

1 

11 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infective 

- 

r 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Hepatitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Anthrax 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Totals : 

2 

2 

11 

10 

15 

70 

9 

3 

8 

130 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

B4 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

1 

1 

Bl6 

Malaria  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

B18 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

B19(l) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 

2 

2 

4 

B19(2) 

n **  Oesophagus 

3 

3 

6 

B19(3) 

" ” Stomach 

6 

5 

11 

B19(4) 

" " Intestine 

9 

18 

27 

B19(6) 

" ” Lung,  Bronchus 

48 

8 

56 

B19(7) 

” " Breast 

_ 

21 

21 

B19(8) 

" " Uterus 

- 

7 

7 

B19(9) 

" ” Prostate 

11 

- 

11 

B19(10) 

Leukaemia  ...  ... 

7 

2 

9 

B19(ll) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  . . . 

22 

34 

56 

B20 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  ... 

4 

2 

6 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . . . 

1 

10 

11 

B46(l) 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  diseases  ... 

2 

2 

4 

B23 

An^@ni3.ds  000  • • • 

- 

4 

4 

B46 

Mental  disorders  ...  ... 

— 

5 

5 

B46(4) 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

2 

2 

B46(5) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  . . . 

7 

3 

10 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

10 

14 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

11 

4 

15 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

130 

94 

224 

B29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

25 

44 

69 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

58 

97 

155 

B46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  system 

31 

25 

56 

B31 

Influenza  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

B32 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

33 

23 

56 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

18 

6 

24 

B33(2) 

Asthma  000  • • • 

1 

- 

1 

B46(7) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

2 

4 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  Hernia... 

3 

- 

3 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

3 

1 

4 

B46(8) 

Other  diseases  of  Digestive  System.. 

9 

5 

14 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . . 

- 

1 

1 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

- 

3 

B46(9) 

Other  diseases,  Genito-urinary  system 

2 

3 

5 

B46(10) 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  tissue 

1 

1 

2 

B46(ll) 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  system 

1 

2 

3 

B42 

Congenital  anomolies  ... 

2 

5 

7 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

2 

2 

4 

B44 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

1 

2 

B45 

Symptons  and  Ill-defined  conditions 

1 

4 

5 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

5 

3 

8 

BE48 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

5 

9 

14 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAL  All  causes : 

479 

472 

L 

951 

-6- 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 


Main  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by  the  Eastbourne 
Waterworks  Company  and  the  many  analyses  of  the  various  sources  show 
that  the  water  supplied  is  satisfactory  in  quality. 

It  was  however  necessary  to  take  up  with  the  Water  Company  the 
problem  of  the  ferruginous  condition  of  the  main  water  supplied  in  the 
Heathfield  and  Waldron  area,  where  the  supply  is  obtained  from  wells 
and  boreholes  yielding  water  heavily  charged  with  iron  in  solution. 

These  boreholes  have  been  in  use  for  many  years  and  deposits  of  rusty 
materials  have  formed  in  the  mains.  The  modern  treatment  at  the  pumping 
station  now  removes  all  but  a small  trace  of  iron  but  the  deposits 
problem  remains . This  is  now  being  dealt  with  by  mechanical  descaling 
of  the  mains  and  day  and  night  flushing  of  mains.  To  date  some  13.5 
miles  have  been  so  treated. 

The  restrictions  imposed  on  new  development  in  the  Parishes  of 
Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  both  the  public 
water  supplies  and  the  sewage  disposal  works  continued  in  force.  The 
new  Arlington  Reservoir  Treatment  Works  with  intake  from  the  River 
Cuckmere  was  brought  into  service  at  the  end  of  1971,  but  in  order  to 
overcome  the  inadequacy  of  the  water  supply  at  Heathfield,  Horam  and 
Waldron  it  will  be  necessary  for  new  connecting  mains  to  be  laid  and  it 
is  hoped  that  these  mains  will  be  laid  to  coincide  with  the  completion 
of  the  new  Sewage  Works  at  Vines  Cross  in  July  1973* 

All  the  sources  of  main  water  supplies  are  deficient  in  natural 
fluoride,  the  fluoride  content  from  the  various  stations  being  as 
follows : 


Burwash 

0.20  parts 

per 

million 

Waterworks  Road,  Eastbourne 

0.10  " 

n 

11 

Birling  Farm,  East  Dean 

nil  " 

n 

n 

Friston 

0.03  " 

it 

n 

Amberstone,  Hailsham 

0.22  " 

it 

it 

Filching  Well,  Jevington 

0.05  " 

tt 

it 

Deep  Dean,  Litlington 

nil  " 

n 

n 

Sweet  Willow  Wood,  Ninfield 

0.14  » 

n 

n 

Cowbeech,  Hailsham 

varies  from  nil  to  0.22 
according  to  flow  in  the 
river. 

Hazards  Green,  Ninfield 

varies  from 

0.04  to  0.26 

according  to  the  flow  in 
the  river. 

Arlington  Treatment  Works  varies  from  0.22  to  0.28 

parts  per  million. 
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EXTENSION  OF  THE  WATER  MAIN 


During  the  year  the  Council  requisitioned  the  extension  of  the 
water  main  to  serve  3 houses  in  Glynleigh  Road,  Westham  because  of  the 
paucity  of  the  existing  supplies.  Such  extension  was  only  possible 
because  of  substantial  capital  contributions  from  the  owners  of  the 
properties  concerned. 

In  addition  the  following  lengths  of  water  main  were  laid  in  the 
Parishes  of  Arlington,  Berwick,  East  Dean,  Folkington,  Hailsham,  Heathfield, 
Herstmonceux,  Jevington,  Ninfield,  Polegate,  Waldron,  Wartling,  Westham, 
Willingdon  and  Wilmington 


221 

yards 

of 

1" 

main 

1180 

yards 

of 

2" 

main 

1118 

yards 

of 

3" 

main 

846 

yards 

of 

main 

306 

yards 

of 

5" 

main 

69 

yards 

of 

6" 

main 

390 

yards 

of 

9" 

main 

1347 

yards 

of  24" 

main 

3047 

yards 

of  27" 

main 

7097 

yards 

of 

30" 

main 

The  24",  27"  and  30"  mains  were  laid  in  connection  with  the 
Arlington  Reservoir  Scheme  and  were  needed  to  bring  water  supplies  to 
other  existing  reservoirs. 

The  total  length,  of  new  main  laid  is  15,^00  yards,  making  a total 
length  of  water  main  in  service  at  31st  December  1971  of  328  miles, 
671  yards. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLIES 


The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped  supplies 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  approximately  9&.54#  of  the 
population  is  provided  with  main  water; 


Parish 

Estimated 
Population 
supplied  by 
Public  or 
Private  Main 

Number 

of  houses  supplied 

By  Public 
Main 

By  Stand 
Pipe 

By  Private 
Main 

Alciston 

110 

27 

21 

Alfriston 

688 

316 

— 

- 

Arlington 

463 

196 

- 

- 

Berwick 

234 

98 

- 

- 

Chalvington 

133 

52 

- 

- 

Chiddingly 

720 

296 

- 

- 

East  Dean 

1149 

515 

- 

- 

East  Hoathly 

716 

335 

- 

- 

Folkington 

60 

26 

- 

- 

Friston 

383 

177 

- 

- 

Hailsham 

9559 

4080 

- 

- 

Heathfield 

4236 

1795 

- 

• 

Hellingly 

3690 

1136 

- 

- 

Herstmonceux 

1988 

840 

- 

- 

Hooe 

319 

123 

- 

- 

Horam 

2015 

845 

- 

- 

Jevington 

134 

58 

- 

- 

Laughton 

589 

169 

- 

- 

Litlington 

102 

44 

- 

- 

Lullington 

29 

11 

- 

- 

Ninfield 

1107 

482 

- 

- 

P evens ey 

3188 

1624 

- 

- 

Polegate 

7238 

3298 

- 

- 

Ripe 

415 

89 

- 

- 

Selmeston 

139 

53 

- 

- 

Waldron 

2721 

1085 

— 

- 

Warbleton 

962 

420 

• 

Wartling 

387 

163 

_ 

- 

Westdean 

56 

25 

6 

- 

Westham 

1395 

1022 

• 

- 

Willingdon 

6218 

278 7 

- 

- 

Wilmington 

230 

91 

- 

— 

51,373 

22,278 

6 

' 21 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


At  long  last  a start  was  made  on  the  Hailsham  (Northern  & Southern) 
Sewerage  Scheme  which  provides  sewerage  for  the  first  time  in  Upper  Dicker, 
Lower  Dicker,  Hellingly  Village,  Horsebridge  and  Amberstone,  Carters 
Corner,  Magham  Down  and  Marshfoot  Lane  in  the  Parish  of  Hailsham,  together 
with  a new  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  at  Harebeating.  The  Contract  is  a 
2-year  one  and  the  completion  date  is  July  1973.  In  the  meantime  the 
overloaded  Sewage  Works  at  Hailsham  continues  in  operation  with  some 
pollution  of  the  river. 

A Contract  was  let  for  the  provision  of  a new  Sewage  Treatment  Works 
to  replace  the  existing  overloaded  works  at  Vines  Cross,  with  a starting 
date  in  January  1972  and  completion  within  18  months. 

Work  also  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  provision  of 
sewers  and  a Sewage  Disposal  Plant  to  serve  some  72  houses  in  the  Parish 
of  Ripe. 

Also  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was  the  extension  of  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Windmill  Hill  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  parts 
of  Herstmonceux  at  present  draining  to  the  unsatisfactory  and  overloaded 
Disposal  Plant  at  Gardner  Street,  Herstmonceux.  Completion  is  expected 
by  the  end  of  1972. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  (a)  Lunsford  Cross  Sewerage  Scheme,  which 
will  provide  sewers  for  the  first  time  to  64  houses  at  Lunsford  Cro^s, 
Ninfield,  and  (b)  Berwick  and  Selmeston  Sewerage  Scheme,  which  will 
provide  sewers  for  the  first  time  to  111  houses  in  these  Parishes. 

In  addition  schemes  were  being  prepared  for  the  following  Parishes: 

(a)  Cross  in  Hand  and  Waldron 

(b)  Chiddingly 

( c ) Halland 

(d)  Dittons  Road,  Polegate  and  parts  of  Westham. 

(e)  Polegate  and  Willingdon  Relief  Sewer. 

All  in  all  1971  was  a good  year  towards  the  Council's  declared 
intention  of  bringing  sewerage  to  the  villages  and  hamlets  at  present  served 
by  cesspools  and  whtere  public  health  nuisance  exists , or  where  pollution 
of  the  rivers  and  streams  occurs.  The  programme  is  a continuing  one  and 
several  hamlets  have  still  to  be  dealt  with  and  consequently  it  is  not 
expected  that  the  programme  will  be  completed  for  some  years. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  district  by  means  of 
a fleet  of  11  modern  compression  type  vehicles  utilising  a labour  force 
of  36  men.  In  addition  a 10  cubic  yard  side-loading  refuse  vehicle  is 
stationed  at  Hellingly  Hospital  where  it  is  filled  by  the  staff  of  the 
Hospital  and  removed  by  the  Council’s  staff  3 times  per  week  for  emptying. 

It  has  again  been  noticeable  that  the  volume  of  refuse  collected 
has  increased  although  the  total  tonnage  collected  during  the  year  remains 
fairly  static.  Undoubtedly  the  increased  used  of  packaging  material, 
plastic  containers  and  polythene  partly  accounts  for  this  increased 
volume  of  refuse  and  the  declining  use  of  solid  fuel  as  a heating  medium 
is  reflected  in  the  amount  of  ash  now  found  in  dustbins. 

It  is  estimated  that  12,260  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  during 
the  year  and  this  represents  12.7  cwts.  per  1,000  head  of  population  per 
day. 


The  records  show  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  dustbins 
to  be  emptied  each  week  was  27,850. 

The  Sepcial  Collection  service,  whereby  unwanted  articles  of  furniture 
and  junk  are  removed  free  of  charge  direct  from  houses  was  again  much  sought 
after  and  no  less  than  1,423  special  collections were  made.  This  involved 
almost  full  time  use  of  a 5 ton  lorry  and  1 man. 

Some  dumping  of  junk  and  rubbish  still  occurred  and  it  was  necessary 
to  remove  J8  accumulations  from  roadside  verges,  waste  land,  etc.  Attempts 
to  trace  the  dumpers  have  generally  proved  unsuccessful  but  in  one  instance 
the  Police  did  take  a successful  prosecution  for  dumping  of  rubbish  on 
Common  Land. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Pulverisation  Plant  at  Ruffets  Wood, 
Arlington,  facilities  were  given  to  the  public  to  dispose  of  their  refuse 
there.  Unfortunately  much  refuse  was  delivered  to  the  site  over  the 
week-ends  when  the  Plant  was  not  manned,  and  although  two  5-ton  trailers 
were  left  at  the  entrance  gates  for  the  convenience  of  persons  bringing 
refuse,  the  amount  of  refuse  was  such  that  the  trailers  were  overfilled 
and  accumulations  of  refuse  were  deposited  at  the  entrance  gates.  To 
overcome  this  problem  plans  were  prepared  for  the  provision  of  a screened 
dumping  bay  and  this  bay  should  be  brought  into  use  early  in  1972. 

To  overcome  the  problem  of  the  dumping  of  garden  waste  a Garden 
Waste  Collection  Scheme  was  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  scheme,  which  is  self-supporting,  involves  the  purchase  of  special 
paper  sacks  by  householders  at  a cost  of  20  sacks  for  £1.50.  The  paper 
sacks  when  filled  are  placed  next  to  the  dustbin  and  removed  by  the 
Refuse  Collectors  on  their  routine  visits.  The  scheme  has  proved  quite 
popular  and  indeed  over  8,000  paper  sacks  were  sold  for  this  purpose. 
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During  the  year  33  old  cars  were  reported  as  being  abandoned  on 
highway  verges,  car  parks,  etc.  In  26  cases  the  owners  were  traced 
and  the  cars  were  removed  by  them  at  their  expense.  The  remaining  7 
vehicles  were  collected  and  disposed  of  by  a local  car  breaker  at  a cost 
to  the  Council  of  £3.00  per  vehicle. 

There  are  several  scrap  metal  yards  and  car  breakers  within  the 
district  and  many  owners  are  therefore  able  to  dispose  of  their  old  cars 
by  delivering  directly  to  their  yards,  hence  the  problem  of  abandoned 
cars  is,  at  present,  not  a great  one. 

LEAP  CROSS  DEPOT 


Maintenance  of  the  fleet  of  vehicles  and  mechanical  plant  is  carried 
out  at  Leap  Cross  Depot  by  the  Foreman  Mechanic,  1 skilled  and  a semi-skilled 
mechanic.  Unfortunately  due  to  extended  sickness  amongst  the  Depot 
Staff  it  was  necessary  for  arrangements  to  be  made  with  a Local  Commercial 
Garage  to  carry  out  some  of  the  maintenance  work  in  order  that  the  fleet 
could  be  maintained  in  the  condition  required  by  the  Road  Transport  Act 
and  Regulations. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


All  domestic  refuse  is  treated  in  a Vickers  Seerdrum  Pulverisation 
Plant  situated  at  Ruffets  Woopl,  Arlington.  The  Wood,  consisting  of  14  acres 
of  woodland  is  being  progressively  cleared  of  trees  and  undergrowth  and  used 
for  the  disposal  of  treated  refuse.  The  level  of  the  land  is  being  raised 
some  6 ft.  By  the  end  of  the  year  some  4-5  acres  had  been  completed, 
covered  with  at  least  1 foot  of  soil  and  handed  back  to  the  farmer  for 
agricultural  use. 

A labour  force  of  two  men  is  engaged  at  the  Plant,  supplemented  by 
an  additional  man  when  tree  clearance  is  being  effected. 

During  the  year  the  Weatherill  Mechanical  Shovel  was  replaced  by  a Volvo 
Shovel,  the  latter  machine  being  more  suitable  for  excavation  of  soil  and 
clearance  of  tree  roots  in  winter  months.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of 
treatment  and  disposal  of  refuse  amounted  to  £l.49p  per  ton, 

STREET  CLEANING 


A labour  force  of  6 men  and  3 women  is  employed  on  Street  Cleaning 
in  the  built-up  areas  and  shopping  centres  in  18  Parishes.  The  outlying 
Parishes  being  visited  each  week  by  a mobile  gang  of  2 men. 

The  number  of  Litter  Bins  strategically  placed  in  shopping  areas,  lay  bys 
and  beauty  spots  has  again  been  increased  so  that  there  would  appear  to  be  no 
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reason  why  the  public  should  deposit  their  litter  in  the  streets. 

That  these  litter  bins  are  continually  used  is  proved  by  the  need  to 
empty  some  of  them  as  frequently  as  3 times  per  week  during  the  summer 
months . 


More  accent  seems  to  be  needed  on  education  of  the  general  public 
to  place  their  litter  in  the  bins  provided  or  to  take  their  litter  home. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


The  emptying  of  cesspools  within  the  district  is  carried  out  by 
4 special  tankers.  In  the  Parishes  of  Heathfield  & Waldron  all 
cesspools  are  emptied  at  regular  intervals  and  the  cost  is  partially 
met  by  a special  rate  levied  in  these  Parishes.  In  the  remainder  of 
the  district  cesspools  are  emptied  on  request  and  on  payment  of  charges, 
which  are  subsidised  from  the  General  Rate  Fund  to  the  extent  of  45$  of 
the  cost. 

In  the  areas  served  by  cesspools  the  property  owners  are  encouraged 
to  place  Standing  Orders  for  the  emptying  of  their  cesspools  at  regular 
frequencies  so  that  the  work  can  be  planned  economically  and,  more 
important  still,  the  prevention  of  cesspool  overflows  polluting  ditches 
and  streams  or  causing  public  health  nuisances. 

It  will  be  many  years  before  all  the  villages  and  hamlets  can  be 
provided  with  sewerage  schemes  and  even  when  such  schemes,  have  been 
carried  out  there  will  still  remain  many  dwellings  in  the  more  rural 
parts  which  will  still  have  to  rely  upon  cesspool  drainage,  and 
accordingly  the  need  for  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  will  continue. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  4 vehicles  are  as  follows; 


Cesspools 

Emptied 

Loads 

Removed 

Heathfield  and 

Waldron 

1245 

1438 

District 

2901 

6374 
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HOUSING 


Excellent  progress  was  made  with  the  Council’s  programme  and  during 
the  year  the  following  dwellings  were  completed: 

(a)  12  Flats  and  15  Houses  at  East  Hoathly. 

(b)  4 Double  Flats  and  34  Single  Flats  at  Maryon  Court,  Hailsham 

(c)  36  Bungalows,  2 Flats  and  116  Houses  at  Town  Farm,  Hailsham. 

(d)  16  Flats  and  18  Houses  at  Ninfield 

However  despite  this  achievement  there  still  remained  over  600  applicants 
on  the  housing  list. 

In  view  of  the  extent  of  the  Council’s  building  programme  it  was 
possible  to  deal  with  a number  of  unfit  dwellings  in  the  Slum  Clearance 
programme  and  in  point  of  fact  some  22  families  were  re-housed  from  unfit 
dwellings.  Details  of  the  action  taken  are  included  later  in  this  report. 

During  the  year  98  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  approved. 

The  average  amount  of  Grant  per  dwelling  was  £683.00  70  of  these  Grants 

were  in  respect  of  houses  owner-occupied,  whilst  28  related  to  rented 
dwellings.  In  addition  19  applications  for  Standard  Grant  were  approved 
and  thesfe  were  mainly  in  respect  of  houses  owner-occupied. 

One  Compulsory  Improvement  Notice  was  served  requiring  the  provision 
of  bathroom,  inside  water  closet  and  hot  water  system  at  a rent  controlled 
dwelling . 


Applications  for  Qualification  Certificates 


Improvement  Cases 


1.  Number  of  applications  for  qualification 
certificates  under  section  44(2)  under 
consideration  at  end  of  period: 


14 


2.  Number  of  certificates  or  provisional 
approval  issued: 


7 


3.  Number  of  qualification  certificates 
issued  under  section  46(3): 


8 


4.  Number  of  qualifications  certificates 

issued  under  section  45(2)  inrespect  of: 


(1)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £90 
or  more  in  Greater  London  or  of  £60 
or  more  elsewhere: 
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(2)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  £60 

to  less  than  £90  in  Greater  London  or 
of  £40  to  less  than  £60  elsewhere: 

(3)  dwellings  with  rateable  value  of  less  than 

£60  in  Greater  London  or  less  than  £40 
elsewhere.  10 

Exemption  for  low  income  tenants  from  Section  54 

5.  Number  of  certificates  issued  under  Section  55 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

0 • • 

6 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  16  (4) 
and  1?  (1)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  . .. 

• • • 

9 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  Local  Authority 
from  houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  or 

Closing  Orders 

0 • 0 

22 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

• • • 

- 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action 
under  Section  9 and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  . . . 

• • • 

1 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

• 0 • 

5 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


There  are  9 Licensed  boarding  establishments  in  the  district  and 
all  have  been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

458  premises  have  been  registered  under  the  Act.  Inspections 
show  that  generally  all  the  premises  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  although  there  were  a few  minor  contraventions. 
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5 accidents,  all  of  a minor  character,  occurred  in  these  registered 
premises  during  the  year  where  1881  persons  are  employed. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 

There  are  3^  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  registered  with  the  Council.  With 
the  present  day  rate  of  obsolence  of  old  cars  several  of  the  larger  Scrap 
Metal  premises  have  accumulated  vast  quantities  of  scrap  metal,  and  with 
limited  land  available  the  piles  of  scrap  become  higher  and  higher  and  a 
veritable  eyesore  to  all  those  in  the  near  vicinity. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  both  noise,  and  puisance 
from  smoke  at  3 of  the  premises. 

Whilst  these  Scrap  Metal  Yards  serve  a most  useful  purpose  in  the 
reclamation  of  scrap  metal  for  re-use  by  industry,  most  yards  now  need  to 
be  re-located  so  that  they  are  no  longer  visible  to  the  passing  public  or 
the  nearby  residents. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

Generally  all  the  Caravan  Sites  were  well  conducted  and  maintained, 
although  at*  one  large  holiday  site  complaints  were  received  from  nearby 
residents  of  noise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  Caravan  Sites  was  as  follows: 


Number  of  Caravans 

1_ 

_2 

_3_ 

4/14 

15  & Over 

on  Site 

Number  of 

Sites 

50 

2 

4 

6 

13 

The  largest  site  has  standings  for  3^0  Caravans. 


The  opportunity  was  taken  to  re-house  two  Gypsy  families  from  the 
special  Sites  provided  for  this  class  of  person  and  they  appear  to  be 
settling  down  well  in  their  new  surroundings.  However,  one  Gypsy 
family  re-housed  in  1970  gave  up  the  tenancy  of  their  house  for  no  real 
reason  after  12  months  and  returned  to  living  in  a caravan. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  the  Gypsy  children  attended  school 
regularly  and  there  is  therefore  hope  that  they  will  become  integrated 
and  forsake  the  Gypsy  way  of  life. 
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MILK  & DAIRIES 


There  are  84  milk  retailers  registered  twt  the  bulk  of  these  are 
shop-keepers  who  carry  small  stocks  of  milk  for  the  convenience  of 
their  customers. 

Samples  of  all  untreated  milk  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Brighton  for  Methylene  Blue  and  Penicillin  Testing  and 
Biological  examination. 

The  results  of  samples  submitted  are  summarised  below: 


Biological  examinations 


Number  of  Samples 


Infected  with  B.  abortus 
Infected  with  B.  melitensis 
Infected  with  M.  tuberculosis 


Satisfactory:  29 


Methylene  Blue  Tests 


Untreated 


Satisfactory  28 

Unsatisfactory  1 


29 


Penicillin  Tests 

Satisfactory  29 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


100$  inspection  of  meat  in  the  six  Slaughterhouses  within  the 
district  has  again  been  maintained,  necessitating  some  overtime  by  the 
Inspectors.  Details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  are  given 
later  in  this  Report. 

The  Slaughterhouses  generally  were  well  conducted  and  maintained. 
During  the  year  an  estimated  weight  of  19*510  lbs.  of  various  foods  at 
Slaughterhouses  and  other  food  premises  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

A number  of  complaints  regarding  the  quality  of  foodstuffs  purchased 
by  the  general  public  were  investigated  and  in  appropriate  cases  referred 
to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  & Measures,  East  Sussex  County  Council. 
Complaints  dealt  with  included  mouldy  bread  and  pies,  foreign  objects  in 
food  and  the  contamination  by  r sewage  of  some  30  casks  of  beer  in  the 
cellar  of  a local  Public  House  following  flooding. 

It  was  again  necessary  to  remind  Shopkeepers  of  the  necessity  for 
proper  rotation  of  stocks  to  prevent  the  sale  of  stale  foodstuffs. 


POULTRY 

There  are  13  Processing  Plants  within  the  district  but  most  only 
operate  during  the  autumn  and  for  the  Christmas  trade.  Thousands  of 
broilers  reared  in  the  district  continue  to  be  killed  outside  the  Council’s 
area. 


Generally  all  the  Processing  Plants  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
and  hygienic  condition  whilst  the  standard  of  poultry  passing  through  the 
Plants  was  good. 


Number  of  Poultry  Processing  premises: 

13 

Number  of  visits  to  premises: 

59 

Number  and  types  of  birds  processed 

during  the  year: 

Chickens 

Capons 

Hens 

Turkeys 

7,880 

118,835 

496,063 

37.830 

Percentage  of  poultry  rejected: 

Weight  of  poultry  rejected: 

0.59% 

19,966  lbs 
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Carcasses  and  Offal  Inspected  and 
Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

halves 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Kids 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

1940 

443 

502 

4471 

11,929 

Number  Inspected 

1940 

443 

502 

4471 

11,929 

All  diseases,  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cystercerci 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned 

3 

15 

4 

14 

20 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

173 

79 

2 

69 

737 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
or  Cystercerci 

9.02  jo 

21.22$ 

1.19* 

1.8$ 

6.34$ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

21 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.17# 

Cystercosis 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (.GENERAL),  REGULATIONS,  i960 


Type  of  Premises 

(i) 

Number  of 
Premises 

(ii) 

Number  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg. 16. 

(iii) 

Number  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

(iv) 

Number  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Grocers 

90 

90 

90 

90 

Cafe's 

43 

43 

43 

43 

Butchers 

28 

28 

28 

28 

General  Stores 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Hotels 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Sweet  Shops 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Poultry  Processors 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Chemists 

Off-Licences 

12 

12 

12 

12 

(including  shops 
with  licences) 

21 

21 

21 

21 

Bakers  Shops 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Bakehouses 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Public  Houses 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Ice  Cream  Sellers 
(other  than  Cafe's) 

98 

98 

98 

98 

Food  Stores 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Fishmongers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Markets 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Food  Factories 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers 

17 

17 

17 

17 

465 

465 

4 65 

465 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Again  several  cases  of  Warfarin  resistance  have  been  met  in  mice 
and  it  has  therefore  been  necessary  to  use  alternative  methods  and 
poisons.  However,  so  far  there  has  not  been  any  case  found  of 
Warfarin  resistance  in  rats. 

The  number  of  requests  from  householders  for  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  mice  continues  at  approximately  the  same  level  and  the  one 
Rodent  Operator  is  full  engaged  in  dealing  with  infestations. 

It  would  seem  that  the  overall  rat  and  mice  population  of  the 
Rural  District  is  kept  in  check  but  not  really  diminished  to  any  great 
extent.  The  prolific  breeding  habits  appear  to  keep  pace  with  the 
Rodent  Operator’s  rate  of  destruction. 

Film  Shows  and  talks  have  again  been  given  to  schools  and  local 
organisations  on  this  subject  and  advice  given  on  necessary  preventive 
measures.  It  is  thought  that  these  talks  do  help  to  make  the  public 
aware  that  rats  and  mice  infestations  can  be  prevented  by  eliminating 
their  food  and  water  supplies  and  nesting  places. 


Type  of  Property 

N on -Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties 
in  district 

24,080 

1,148 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected 

1,121 

15 

Number  infested: 

(1)  Rats 

(2)  Mice 

913 

180 

11 

4 

Surveys 

1,084 

90 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Acts,  Improvement  Grants,  Qualification  Certificates  77".  469 
Housing  Acts  - Reinspections  ...  ...  ...  590 
Imported  Food  Regulations  - Inspections ...  ...  ...  10 
Complaints  ...  ...  ...  155 
Public  Health  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  130 
Public  Health  Nuisances  - Re-inspections..  ...  ...  182 
Pollution  of  Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  42 
Keeping  of  animals,  Pet  Shops,  Boarding  Kennels,  etc...  ...  58 
Offensive  accumulations  and  Litter  Act  ...  ...  ...  72 
Drains,  cesspools  and  sewers  inspected  ...  ...  ...  243 
Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  9 
Closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  10 
Verminous  premises,  insects  and  infestations  dealt  with  ...  49 
Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  16 
Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  10 
Tents,  Caravans,  Gypsy  Sites  ...  ...  ...  342 
Rats  and  Mice  destructions  (including  re-inspections)..  ...  II36 
Schools  ...  ...  ...  2 
Markets , Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  29 
Public  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  359 
Cesspool  Emptying  ...  ...  ...  93 
Water  sources,  supplies  and  samples  ...  ...  ...  42 
Hawkers  premises  and  vehicles,  Scrap  Dealers  ...  ...  4 
Milk  & Dairies  ...  ...  ...  28 
Noise  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  51 
National  Assistance  Act  ...  ...  ...  3 
Building  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  103 
Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  893 
Meatshops,  Fish,  Fruit,  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  85 
Catering  establishments  and  public  houses.  ...  ...  35 
Ice  Cream  Shops  ...  ...  ...  9 
Grocers  & General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  66 
Bakehouses  and  Bakers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  15 
Factories , Workshops , etc . ...  ...  ...  43 
Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ...  37 
Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  3 
Poultry  Processors  ...  ...  ...  59 
Housing  Applicants  ...  ...  ...  13 
Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ...  ...  9 
Abandoned  Cars  ...  ...  ...  45 
Visits  re  Main  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  37 
Licensing  Act  ...  ...  ...  1 
Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  31? 


Total:  ...  ...  ...  5967 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1971  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  HAILS HAM  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  EAST 
SUSSEX 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Pros  ecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1,2, 3,4  and  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 

Local 

Authorities 

7 

1 

- 

- 

2.  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

234 

40 

- 

- 

3.  Other  premises 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers * 
premises 

57 

2 

298 

43 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

W (5) 

pros  ecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Ineffective 

drainage  of 

floors  (S6) 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(S  7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

defective 
(c)  not  separate 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

* 

(not  indnding 
offences -relat- 
ing to  Outwork) 

•* 

- 

3 

3 

- 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act 

OUTWORK 


Section  133  & 134 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  133 

| Section  134 

No.  of  Out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Pros ecu- 

workers  in 

cases  of 

pros ecu- 

instances 

Served 

tions 

August  list 

default 

tions  for 

of  work 

required  by 

in  spnding 

failure 

in  unwhole- 

Section  133 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some  premises 

(1)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 

Making,  etc. 

cleaning  and 

washing 

8 

_ 

m m 

Lampshades 

1 

— 

False  eye- 

1 

lashes 

